Activities for the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on Oct. 17th 

Theme for 2009: People living in poverty as agents of change

Draft of program

3:30 p.m. 
Gathering near the Common Front for Social Justice sculpture at Riverfront Park near Peticodiac River. Opening remarks for the occasion  

4:00 
Start of march, in groups of 20, with banners (see below for route)

4:45 
Time of arrival at John Paul II Hall, 280 Lutz St. Words of welcome by Master of ceremony
5:00
Meal and period of exchange (meal is free – donations accepted)

5:45
Children’s choir from École Champlain to sing “Il y en a assez pour tous”. Three children will also read 5-minute texts (Mélanie Boudreau from École Champlain will oversee this).

6:15
Powerpoint presentation showing pictures of groups and individuals which bring about positive changes in the lives of the poor 

6:25 
Reading of the pledge “Stand up and Take Action!” (See Annex on next page)

6:30
Round Table with people who experience poverty: (a) Person referred by Martin LeBlanc from MAGMA; (b) Victor Paulin from Dieppe; (c) Young girl who experiences poverty; (d) Speaker familiar with the project which will target the problems of mentally ill and homeless people

7:15
Free time for questions and exchange among participants.

8:00 p.m.
End of session at 280 Lutz St.

8:05 - 
People interested in participating in a Vigil will congregate nearby.Young people may particularly be interested in the vigil. The program of the remains to be determined (could include readings of appropriate texts, playing of guitar, etc.)

Invitations will be sent to municipal, provincial and federal politicians.

We will display the “Poverty Objects” (these were exhibited at the Poverty Art Exhibit of Feb. 17th 2009).

Route for the march



280 Lutz Street




Main Street













Mechanic St.






Assumption Blvd



Common Front for Social Justice Sculpture near Peticodiac River

ANNEX

"STAND UP" PLEDGE

We are standing now with millions around the world on this symbolic day, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, to show our commitment to the fight against poverty and inequality. We are standing because we refuse to accept more excuses in a world where 50,000 people die every day as a result of extreme poverty and the gap between rich and poor is getting wider. We are standing because we want our leaders to honour their promises to meet the Millennium Development Goals – and we ask them to exceed these goals. We join in solidarity with people from over 100 countries to SPEAK OUT and say: 

"To the leaders of the wealthy countries – We urge you to keep your promises on poverty – debt cancellation, more and better aid, trade justice and gender equality. To the leaders of poorer countries – make it your first responsibility to save the lives of your poorest citizens. We ask you to tackle inequality, to be accountable to your people, to govern fairly and justly, to fight corruption and to fulfill human rights." 

Today, and every day, we will stand up and speak out against poverty. We will continue the fight against poverty and inequality and to hold our leaders to their promises. We are asking not for charity but for justice. We are millions of voices standing in solidarity to say, no more excuses – make poverty history now.

_______________________________________________

Manifeste de l’activité « DEBOUT ET AGISSEZ »

« Je vais vous demander maintenant de bien vouloir vous lever tous et toutes »

Nous venons de nous mettre debout comme des millions de personnes à travers le monde en cette date symbolique, la Journée internationale de l’élimination de la pauvreté, pour afficher notre engagement de lutter contre la pauvreté et les inégalités. Nous sommes debout car pour nous, dans un monde où chaque jour, il meurt 50 000 personnes victimes de l’extrême pauvreté et où le fossé entre les riches et les pauvres s’élargit, il ne saurait plus y avoir d’excuses. Nous sommes debout car nous voulons que nos dirigeants tiennent leurs promesses d’accomplir les Objectifs du Millénaire pour le développement – et pour leur demander de les dépasser. Unis et solidaires avec les populations de plus de 100 pays, nous MANIFESTONS et disons : 

« Aux dirigeants des pays riches – Nous vous conjurons de tenir vos promesses concernant la pauvreté – annulation de la dette, augmentation de l’aide en quantité et en qualité, justice commerciale et égalité hommes-femmes. 

Aux dirigeants des pays plus pauvres – Considérez que votre responsabilité première est de sauver les vies de vos concitoyens les plus pauvres. Nous vous demandons de lutter contre les inégalités, de rendre des comptes à vos populations, de gouverner de façon équitable et juste, de combattre la corruption et de respecter les droits de la personne. »

C’est tous les jours que nous serons debout et que nous manifesterons contre la pauvreté. Nous allons continuer à combattre la pauvreté et les inégalités et à demander à nos dirigeants de tenir leurs promesses. Nous ne demandons pas la charité, nous demandons la justice. Nous sommes des millions à être solidaires et à dire : plus d’excuses - mettez fin à la pauvreté sans attendre. Abolissons la pauvreté.
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