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Dear Candidate:

Canada along with other Member states of the UN have made commitments to fight poverty, discrimination and exclusion and to foster social development. These commitments were made through agreements and involved cooperation with the international community. First and foremost however, they are made first and foremost by Canadians and for Canadians.
In 1989, the House of Commons voted unanimously to achieve the goal of eliminations poverty among Canadian children by 2000.In 2005, poverty rates in Canada were at an unacceptable height. Fifteen percent of all Canadians lived under the poverty line. Some groups are more vulnerable than others. For example, 43% of female lone parents are poor; 43% of unattached women under 65 now live below the poverty line and so do 36% of unattached men under 65; 19% of lone parent men are poor. Those are some alarming statistics!
New Brunswick has some of the lowest income assistance rates and is the province with some of the lowest minimum wage. Social housing is lacking and many low-income people live in sub-standard conditions. New Brunswickers face an ever-rising cost of energy to heat their homes. We need long term solutions to build a strong province and catch-up with the rest of Canada. 

In 2007, the National Council of Welfare published a report entitled Solving Poverty: Four Cornerstones of a Workable National Strategy for Canada. These cornerstones are: (1) A national anti-poverty strategy with a long-term vision and measurable targets and timelines; (2) A plan of action and a budget that coordinates initiatives within and across governments and other partners; (3) An accountability structure to ensure results and to consult Canadians in the design, implementation and evaluation of the actions that will affect them; (4) A set of agreed poverty indicators that will be used to plan, monitor change and assess progress. 

The Common Front for Social Justice believe that the issue of Poverty should be high on the agenda of all candidates in this Federal election

 

We are therefore asking you to take the time and answer the following question.

 

We would appreciate receiving your answer before Monday October 6 2008. You can send your answers by fax ( 506-858-9571) or by e-mail-fcjsnb@nbnet.nb.ca
 

We will unveil the candidates' answers to the media the same week.

We thank you for your participation.
Linda McCaustlin, Co-Chair for the social groups 
Question

If you are elected, would you support the implementation of a national strategy to fight poverty in Canada as elaborated by the National Council of welfare?
	Réponse
	Response

	OUI
	
	YES
	

	NON
	
	NO
	

	INDÉCIS
	
	UNDECIDED
	

	PAS D’OPINION
	
	NO OPINION
	


Nom du candidat

Name of candidate :

Parti Politique
Political Party :



Please respond to the above address before October 6rd 2008 as we want inform the New Brunswick electorate about your position on this issue. Our E-Mail at:fcjsnb@nbnet.nb.ca ,  or by fax at: (506) 858-9571.
We can also be reached by phone through the number (506) 851-7984
